["Idiopathic" acute optic neuropathies in children].
We reported a retrospective study of 27 children (mean age = 10 years), who presented a loss of vision due to an acute optic neuritis, between 1982 and 1997. The symptoms ar more likely bilateral in children, and frequently associated with systemic viral infection or hepatitis B vaccination. Multiple sclerosis occurs approximately in 20 p. cent of the cases, i.e. less frequently than by adults. Magnetic resonance imaging is now systematic: in 20 children hyperintense nodular abnormalities in a various distribution was demonstrated by 9 children. During the follow-up, 23 eyes of 27 have an excellent recovery of vision, but 4 patients have developed multiple sclerosis. Corticotherapy was uses in 23 cases, in the form of methylprednisolone intravenous flashes in 14 cases.